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8•pARTS Instructions

First of all…. make it fun, it’s just a form and forms can be used to death.

Don’t worry about the kids’ content, just check the grammar. The more creative the writing component is, the more fun they’ll have, but you’ll be watching the content like a hawk.

Drill using 8•pARTS until you see the class using academic vocabulary to correct their writing. When you can tell the kids that they need to use less pronouns and they actually understand, you’ll see why this concept really works. 

Don’t get hung up on perfection – there are hundreds of websites debating the reality of grammar and punctuation – all of these items are generalizations that lead to competence.

Deployment:

I make 2 sided copies, hand them one every other day. Do the work four days a week, test on Friday. Only grade the test, and explain that if they do the work they’ll be fine on the test (you’re teaching work habits now, too).

Subject Predicate –

They can use three words, one needs to be the subject and one needs to be the predicate,

obviously….

Children are screaming

Boys are running.

I tell them to think Tarzan or Frankenstein, use the least words possible.

Also, note that Subjects are usually nouns and Predicates are usually verbs.

Nouns – 

Person, place, thing or idea – don’t forget idea, like birthday party or disaster.

One of the nouns need to be proper, Tom, Bob, Tokyo, etc. Stress the proper noun concept, they confuse it with pronoun, more on that later.

Use food to illustrate proper nouns….

hamburger  or Big Mac?

pizza or Meat Lover’s Pizza?

chicken or Kentucky Fried Chicken?

Adjectives – (remember adverbs go with verbs and adjectives go with nouns) 

Modify the noun, of course, that’s the good old rule, but what does that mean in kid language? It makes the noun bigger, smaller, cooler, dumber, free or even stolen.

Cool bike
Free bike
Rusty bike
Stolen bike

Verbs – 

Verbs describe action, this one is fairly straightforward. Many have an “ing” ending but not all, and “ing” doesn’t automatically mean verb, either.

Running, jumping, taken

Adverbs – 

Easier than adjectives to remember what they go with (verbs), most of the time, they have  

an –ly ending (EXCEPT FAST! Don’t allow FASTLY!! – but it’s fun to talk about)….

How do want to run?

Slowly?
Quickly? 
Lazily? #1 crowd choice

Preposition –

Have them circle the “position” in preposition….preposition means where.

Under

over 

around

Later, add prepositional phrases….

Under the floor
In the log
Around the town

Interjection – 

An outburst, can be loud (!), vague (?) or quiet (…..), must have an ending punctuation, other than a period.

Wow! 

Yeah!

 Hey?

 Whoa…

Conjunctions – 

Everyone knows the song (Conjunction Junction, what’s your function?....) but why do we have conjunctions? Not for lists (“I want a hamburger and a soda”), but for compound sentences, I’d like a soda and I’d also like a hamburger. That’s how we get real sentence variety.

And
but
or
although
however

Pronouns – 

I hate it when people say “go over there and get that thing” – too many PRONOUNS.

Try asking your mom to not use so many pronouns, but duck! She’ll probably be throwing stuff at you right away!

I (the queen of pronouns!)  he 
she
 it
 her 
they
 them 

This is a very important skill area for writing, how can you get them to not use pronouns in the antecedent if they don’t really understand pronouns?

Analogy – 

Have them start with similes, the point is to get their writing more descriptive. They’ll balk at first, but give them samples. Analogies are just similes without like or as.

A smile like the sun. > Becomes> A sunny smile.   See? There is no “sun”, but it is comparing. Analogous is a powerful tool.

The Final Element -  Putting it all together

Have the kids write a quick paragraph, five or 6 sentences using all the different parts 

of speech. The first two or three will be stilted and clunky, but they’ll get better quickly.

This will take a whole class period for the first two or three attempts, but they’ll get down to 10-15 minutes. Give a lot of feedback, let them read their stories, I like it when kids put other kids in class in the picture-story, it raises the energy.

Other ideas:

Have them swap papers to cross correct and label all the parts.

Use this to get ready for a Mad Lib quiz on Friday

Put a list of words on the board and have the kids place them (is dress a noun or verb?)

Inspiration:

Pinckert's Practical Grammar: A Lively, Unintimidating Guide to Usage, Punctuation and Style (Paperback)  ISBN-10: 0898794412

An awesome handbook to really understand grammar and it’s use, as cheap as 1¢ @ Amazon.com

Image Grammar : Using Grammatical Structures to Teach Writing (Bk & Cdrom) (Paperback) ISBN-10: 0867094664
