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Sentence•pARTS Instructions

First of all…. And once again, make it fun, it’s just a form and forms can be used to death. Don’t worry about the kids’ content, just check the structure of the sentences. The more creative the writing component is, the more fun they’ll have, but you’ll be watching the content like a hawk.

Drill these until you see the class using academic vocabulary to correct their writing. Then, when you can tell the kids that they need add more compound sentences and they actually understand, you’ll see why this concept really works.

Don’t get hung up on perfection – there are hundreds of websites debating the reality of grammar and punctuation – all of these items are generalizations that lead to competence.

Punctuation is “special effects” for writing – Harry Noden, Image Grammar 

Deployment:

I make 2 sided copies, hand them one every other day. Do the work four days a week, test on Friday. Only grade the test, and explain that if they do the work they’ll be fine on the test (you’re teaching work habits now, too).

Put a cool picture up on your TV or projector (Ian Jukes has great pictures and freefunnypix.com is another good source).

Four Types of Sentence:

Require at least 4 or 5 words in these sentences.

Imperative: An order. Do this assignment. Make your bed, now.  A way to remember imperative is that in army movies they say “It’s imperative (necessary) to get something done.” Think IMPortant. Can be a period or exclamation for punctuation.
Declarative: A statement. As in: “Nice hair.”  Your friend may reply, “What are you saying about my hair?” and you simply reply: “I’m just making a statement.” A statement doesn’t ORDER, QUESTION or EXCLAIM. Nice job. < Hey, a statement. Typically a period for punctuation.


Interrogative: When you catch a spy….you interrogate him. Ask questions. So, interrogative means – question. Be careful because questions don’t always sound like questions, right? That was an example. The kids have to THINK about the goal of the sentence. ALWAYS a question mark.
Exclamation: To exclaim, to yell, outburst. An exclamation point indicates urgency or loudness. ALWAYS an exclamation point.

Dialogue:

Two characters interact about the picture, they don’t have to be in the picture. Require this format for starters: “Blah blah blah blah, ? !” he said (or she said).  At least 4 word sentences, capitalize the first letter, closing punctuation, he or she said and final punctuation. 

Do not concern yourself with the dialogue, just look for formatting.

Those of you that hate “said”….remember this is scaffolding. Let them get comfortable, then add: giggled, chortled, gasped, etc.

Sample:

Character 1  “That pig is messed up,” he said.

Character 2  “He’s totally messed up!” she said.

Character 1  “Did you do that to him?” he said.

Character 2   “I thought you did it!” she said.

Don’t worry about the simplicity, they’ll be using all their energy on the punctuation. Complexity will come with practice.

Sample 2:

C1
“That pig is all messed up,” he giggled.

C2
“That is one messed up pig,” she agreed.

C1
“Are you sure,” he asked, “you didn’t do that?”  

C2
She screamed “I thought you did it!”

Possessives:

They are reversed (singular second) on purpose, so the kids have to think.

Remind the kids to pick an easy word. Boy, bike, tool, room. The goal is to get it correct, over and over.

Plural: has an S, add an apostrophe

boys’ (belongs to all the boys)

Singular: need an S and an apostrophe.
boy’s (belongs to one boy)

I queried them this way: Just apostrophe? Or S and apostrophe? It forces them into the academic vocab.

Titles:

Easy. Capitalize ALL the words. When the kids are doing this, bring in the articles. Work backwords because UNDERcapitalizing shows incompetence faster than OVERcapitalizing. Require 5 word titles, they’ll cheap out on you.

There and Their.

There is place oriented (tHERE, wHERE, and HERE have something in common.)

Their reminds us of HEIR. It is about ownership.

Write a sentence using each correctly. 

Sample: There is a place where their dreams come true.

The REAL four types of sentences.

The other ones (declarative, etc) are for babies! (3rd graders).

Model these heavily, they’ll pick it up quicly if you do all four types everyday.

Extension: Have the kids do their “spelling words” in these types of sentences.

Start with one type and add more until all four are in. Make sure they label them AND

it’s ok to have two “spelling words” in one sentence.

Great writing comes first from better sentences, not like this: Paragrapghs need exactly 5 sentences, in the following order: 

1. Main idea

2. fact 1

3. fact 2

4. fact 3

5. transition or “hook”

Appositive:

Insert a comment about the noun. The key is adding the element with two new commas.

Sample:

Kyle is good at soccer.

Kyle, who has a big head, is good at soccer.

Sentence with a semi-colon:

Simply have a dependent clause attach to an independent clause.

I want a hot dog; they’re good.


indy              dep

Compound Sentence:

Simply add two simple sentences together with a CONJUNCTION and a comma.

Not compound:

I want a hot dog and a hamburger. (That’s a list, and isn’t always a conjunction)

Compound:

I want a hotdog and Mike wants a hamburger.

EASY.

Complex Sentence:

It’s just a semi-colon without the colon.

One dependent, one independent, comma and NO conjunction.

Inspiration:

Pinckert's Practical Grammar: A Lively, Unintimidating Guide to Usage, Punctuation and Style (Paperback)  ISBN-10: 0898794412

An awesome handbook to really understand grammar and it’s use, as cheap as 1¢ @ Amazon.com

Image Grammar : Using Grammatical Structures to Teach Writing (Bk & Cdrom) (Paperback) ISBN-10: 0867094664
